
HALA American Literature Comparison Contrast Essay Rubric				

							Name: _________________________________________ Date: _________________________

	CATEGORY
	A (10-9 POINTS)
	B (8 POINTS)
	C (7 POINTS)
	D/F (6-1POINT/S)

	Introduction
/10
	First paragraph has a powerful “hook” or catchy beginning. Strong claim/thesis statement.
	First paragraph has a thoughtful “hook” or catchy beginning. Clear claim/thesis statement.
	Catchy “hook” attempted— confusing rather than compelling. Unclear claim/thesis statement.
	Reader’s attention is not “hooked” in the first paragraph. No claim/thesis statement.

	Topic
/10
	Compelling and relevant topic that lends itself to comparison and contrast.
	Relevant topic that lends itself to comparison and contrast.
	Clear topic that lends itself to comparison and contrast.
	Topic is unclear or is not effective for comparison and contrast.

	Comparisons

/10
	Comparisons are fully and effectively realized, showing a variety of similarities.
	Comparisons are fully realized, showing several similarities between subjects.
	Comparisons show some similarities between subjects.
	Comparisons lacking in substance or not depicting real similarities.

	Contrasts
/10
	Contrasting elements creatively and accurately realized, showing a variety of differences.
	Contrasting elements clearly realized, showing several differences.
	Contrasting elements realized showing a minimum of differences. 
	Contrasting elements lacking in substance or not depicting real differences.

	Conclusion

/10
	Final paragraph effectively connects to introduction and synthesizes all the main points.
	Final paragraph clearly connects to introduction and synthesizes most of the main points.
	Final paragraph connects to introduction and synthesizes a few of the main points.
	Final paragraph does not connect to the introduction nor are main points evident. Paper just ends.

	Peer Review
/10
	Evidence of effective peer review with completed peer review worksheet. .
	Evidence of definite peer review between writing partners.
	Evidence of clear peer review between writing partners.
	Little or no evidence of peer review between writing partners.

	Organization

/10
	Well organized: ideas in logical sequence with clear transitions. Strongly includes all essay components.
	Fairly well organized: one idea may seem out of place; clear transitions. Clearly includes all essay components.
	Difficult to follow; transitions not always clear. Evidence of all essay components.
	Ideas are not in logical sequence: unclear or insufficient transitions. Unclear or vague essay components.

	Sentence Fluency
/10
	Consistently exhibits a variety of sentence lengths, including complex sentences.
	Exhibits some variety in sentence structure.
	Most sentences well constructed with similar structure, consisting of mostly simple sentences.
	Sentence structure simple and unvaried. Lacking formal structure.

	Conventions

/10
	Written in complete sentences. All grammar, usage, punctuation, and spelling are correct--publishable
	Written in complete sentences. Few grammar, usage, punctuation, or spelling errors.  Spell-checked. No run-ons.
	Mostly written in complete sentences. Some grammar, usage, punctuation, or spelling errors. Spell-checked.
	Essay is not written in complete sentences. Frequent grammar, usage, punctuation, or spelling errors.

	Requirements
/10
	All of the written requirements of the assignment were met.
	All but one or two written requirements of the assignment were met.
	Most of the written requirements of the assignment were met, but several were not.
	Many requirements of the assignment were not met.



Total_______________/100  	Comments:					
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